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June 17, 2004 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF FEDERAL GRANT FUNDS 
AND 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DIRECTOR OF MENTAL HEALTH TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LENNOX SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2003-2004 

AND 
APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2003-2004 
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 2) 

(4 VOTES) 
 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 
1. Authorize the Director of Mental Health to enter into a Grant Award Agreement 

(Attachment I) with the State of California Board of Corrections (BOC) and to 
receive federal grant funds totaling $109,583 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2003-2004.  
Effective upon Board approval, these funds will be paid to Lennox School District 
(Lennox) for the funding of mental health services for high-need middle school 
children.  The term of the Agreement is October 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004, 
or until completion of the payment, whichever is later.  There is no net County 
cost associated with the requested actions. 

 
2. Instruct the Chairman, Board of Supervisors, to sign one original Board Resolution 

(Attachment II) and one Certification of Assurance of Compliance (Attachment III) for 
submission to the BOC. 
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3. Approve and instruct the Director of Mental Health or his designee to execute a 

Letter of Agreement, substantially similar to Attachment IV, with Lennox for the 
payment of the federal grant funds received by Department of Mental Health 
(DMH) to the Lennox School District. 

 
4. Approve the Request for Appropriation Adjustment for $110,000 for FY 2003-2004 

(Attachment V), fully funded by the federal grant funds.  These funds will be paid by 
DMH to Lennox for continuation of mental health services to high-need middle 
school students. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
The Lennox School District is in the final year of an Office of Criminal Justice Planning 
(OCJP) grant to provide mental health services for approximately 30 high-need middle 
school children with emotional/behavioral problems.  During the final year of the grant, 
OCJP was disbanded and its grants were transferred to the BOC.  These actions are 
necessary to meet a technical requirement of the BOC grant that the funds must go 
through a unit of local government.  As a courtesy to a fellow public agency, DMH has 
agreed to act as the administrative agency for the final year of this grant program.  Without 
approval of the recommended actions, Lennox cannot be reimbursed for costs incurred 
from October 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004 for the provision of services to this high need 
group of middle school children. 
 
The delay in request for assistance from Lennox School District resulted in this retroactive 
request to your Board.  The Board action is consistent with your Board’s policy for timely 
submission of contracts for Board approval, as noted by the CAO’s letter to the Board 
dated September 7, 2000, under paragraph heading Overall Policies, circumstance No. 2, 
“The County is receiving funds” and failure to proceed with filing would result in the loss of 
grant funding to Lennox School District.  
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals   
 
The recommended Board actions are consistent with the County’s Programmatic Goal #5,  
“Children and Families’ Well-Being” and will provide the means for the continuation of 
needed services to Lennox School District middle school students.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There is no impact on net County cost.  The Appropriation Adjustment of $110,000 is fully 
funded by the federal grant.  The DMH has agreed to act as the administrative agency for 
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the final year of the grant.  The DMH will pay Lennox for mental health services provided 
to high-need middle school children, on behalf of the BOC, in FY 2003-2004. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Approval of the requested actions will allow DMH to accept these federal grant funds from 
the BOC and enter into a Letter of Agreement with Lennox School District for the payment 
of the funds to Lennox.  As stipulated in the Resolution, Lennox will bear sole responsibility 
for the provision of matching funds in the amount of $54,793 required for the project and 
for any liability arising out of the performance of the Grant Award Agreement, including 
civil court actions for damages.  DMH and the County will bear no liability in this regard.   
 
The proposed actions have been reviewed and approved by County Counsel, the Chief 
Administrative Office, Lennox School District officials, and DMH’s Program and Fiscal 
staff.  The attached formats have been approved as to form by County Counsel.  The 
required Grant Management Statement is attached (Attachment VI). 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
These Agreements with the Board of Corrections and the Lennox School District are 
necessary to enable DMH to serve as an administrative agency to assist Lennox in 
meeting a technical requirement established for the final year of a three-year OCJP grant, 
in order to receive the grant funding.   
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
Board approval of the Agreements and acceptance of the federal grant funding will enable 
DMH to facilitate the provision of mental health services to a group of high-need students 
within the Lennox School District. 
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